MARLBOROUGH AND WILLIAM
and the marines, which together make four thousand nine hun-
dred men, and is a sufficient force to capture Cork and Kinsale.
You will have to take enough munitions with you, and use the
ships* guns, for we can send you none from here. But for
cavalry I can send you enough. Mind the army does not fall
down on your hands [prenderes bien soin que I'armee ne vous towbera
pas sur Us bras]. The weather is what you will have to watch.
Hasten all you can, and let me know about when you will be there.
WILLIAM R.1
The Queen was still doubtful. " If the wind continues
fair/' she wrote to her husband,
I hope this business will succeed; though I find, if it do not,
those who have advised it will have an ill time, all except Lord
Nottingham] being very much against it, Lord President only
complying, because it is your order, but not liking it, and
wondering England should be so exposed, thinking it too great
a hazard.2
However, the orders were issued.
This was Marlborough's first independent command.
He had not sought to go to Ireland before, and it is pre-
sumed that he did not wish to fight against an army led
by King James in person. But now James was gone. The
season was far advanced, and all preparations were made
with the utmost speed. The expedition and its shipping
were concentrated at Portsmouth, whither Marlborough
repaired by August 26, and embarked on the 3oth. He
spread false rumours that it was intended to raid the coast of
Normandy as a reprisal for Teignmouth; but the French
were not deceived. Marlborough's sailing was delayed for
1                                                                                                        14/24 d'Aousf 1690
^ Je vien de recevoir vostre lettre du 7, J'approuve fort le dessin que vous avez de
vous embarquer sur la flote avec 4000 fantaissons et les Regfc Mariniers qui fairont
ensemble 4900 hommes ce qui est un corps sufBcent pour prendre Kingsale et Corck.
II faudra que vous preniez rammunition sufficent Et quelque canon des Vesseaux car
nous vous en pouvons point envoye d'icy, Mais pour la Cavallerie je vous en envoyeres
ces sufEcament et prenderes bien soin que Farmee ne vous tombera pas sur les bras, il
n*y a que le temps qu'il faut bien menager et vous depesdber le plus tost qu'il vous sera
possible et m'advertir environ du temps que vous y pourez estre
WJIXIAM R.
2  August 26/September 5 (Dalrymple, iii, Book V, 128),
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